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had made Papen Chancellor. They rang, forced their way
in through the door and shot him before the eyes of his
wife. He died immediately. Another shot hit his wife,
Frau Elizabeth von Schleicher, and half an hour later she
breathed her last. In the meantime the six men had
driven off.
At noon on 30th June Gregor Strasser was arrested in
his office. It was not until a week had passed that his wife
received an urn containing his ashes.
Papen's five most intimate colleagues, among them his
two secretaries, Fritz Giinther von Tschirschky und Boegen-
dorff and Friedrich Karl von Savigny, and also Margarethe
von Stotzinger, were arrested in Papen's own office. They
were only released some time later after long-continued
efforts on their behalf. Bohse and Herr von Detten were
evidently shot in the meantime.
But Papen escaped.
Sanctuary with the Reichswehr and Hindenburg
How Papen escaped on that fatal day will never be
certainly known. On the one hand it was declared he had
got wind beforehand of his imminent danger, and had fled
to the Reichswehr Headquarters. Not even the Gestapo
dared to penetrate there. Another version made out that
he was taken to the Reichswehr building by a subordinate
who wished to put him in a place of safety before the
order for his arrest was released. Whatever are the
facts, it is certain that he found refuge in the Reichswehr
building.
For a whole day Papen's whereabouts were unknown and
the official communiques did not mention him. It was not
even known whether he was alive or dead. So many
people, both innocent and guilty, were despatched at the
same time that it was impossible in the first few days even
to get hold of a list of the dead which was even fifty per
cent reliable. In the official reports which were issued by
the rump Government (Papen excluded) the name of Papen
was at first not mentioned. One rather had the impression